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THE ALPINE CLUB OBITUARY : 
Macdonald, Claude A. (Hon. Member 1949) . 
Spencer, Sydney . . . . . 
Mounsey, \'V. A. . . . . . 
Davidson, J. M. . . . . . . 
Pilditch, Sir Philip . . . . . 

Year of 
Election. 

1890 
I895 
1900 
1912 
1927 

PERSONAL. We note the appointment of Sir Raymond Priestley as 
Chairman of the Governing Body of the Imperial College of Tropical 
Agriculture, Trinidad, B.W.I., in succession to the late Sir Frank 
Stock dale. 

Sir Raymond Priestley (see A.J. 57. 95) has been Principal and Vice
Chancellor of the University of Birmingham since 1938, and was Vice
Chancellor of Melbourne University from 1935-38. Since 1946 he 
has been Chairman of the Universities Advisory Committee of the 
British Council and is Chairman of the recently established Naval 
Education Advisory Committee. (The Times, November 17, 1949.) 

The Club congratulates Professor G. R. de Beer on his appointment, 
as from May I, 1950, as Director of the British Museum (Natural 
History), South Kensington. 

On January 12, 1950, Mr. H. W. Tilman read a paper to the Royal 
Society of Arts (India, Pakistan and Burma Section) on ' The Moun
tains of Sinkiang '. 

The Club Library is indebted to Mr. J. Sanseyerino for presenting 
to us a copy of Signor Agostini's Ande Patagoniche. Mr. Sanseverino 
has also supplied the Club Library with a quantity of back numbers of 
Rivista M ensile that we needed. 

We learn of the death of Dr. Philipp Borchers, who was a member of 
the Alpine Club from 1929- 39. 

T. S. BLAKENEY. 

EXPEDITIONS, 1949. Dr. G. Graham Macphee endeavoured to 
combine a family with a climbing holiday in August 1949. He climbed 
the Aiguilles Javelle, du Tour and d'Arpette ; traversed the Aig. du 
Chardonnet and le Tour Noir ; crossed from the Trient Hut to the 
Neuvaz Hut by the Fenetre de Saleinaz and the Col de la Grande Luis ; 
and took three children from the Cabana d'Orny to the Cabane de 
Saleinaz by the Col des Plines. He also took three novices over Mont 
Blanc and up the Dent du Requin. On the last day of fine weather, 
with the excellent Chamonix guide Joseph Burnet (who had not pre
viously done the climb), he crossed from the Torino Hut to the Refuge 
du Col du Midi in eleven hours by the Aiguilles du Diable and Mont 
Blanc du Tacul. 
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THE AIGUILLE MERIDIONALE D'ARVES. The Aiguilles d'Arves have 
a reputation for being difficult of access and are seldom climbed. We 
were surprised to ~d that the Aiguille Meridionale d 'Arves can be 
climbed comfortably in 9 hours direct from La Grave. It is a climb 
which is well worth while and provides excellent training for a traverse 
of the Meije, as well as being a ·superb view point from which the 
Meije-Ecrins group caR be seen in their true proportions. 

The mountain is approached up the valley of the Torrent de Maurian. 
A few hundred vards short of the Col Lombard at the head of this 

~ 

valley the S.E. ridge can .be gained by a rocky couloir. rfhis ridge pro-
vides an exhilarating rock climb of no special difficulty except for an 
overhanging passage near the top. This passage is probably harder 
than anything _on the Meije traverse. 

There is no need to climb the mountain direct from La Grave as 
there is a small primhive hut, the Refuge Carraud, owned by a guide, 
Xavier Carraud, of the Hameau de Valfroid. The hut is situated near 
the torrent de Maurian in a pleasant grassy valley about 4 hours' walk 
from La Grave. The hut is not marked on the French r in so,ooo map, 
but another hut, the Refuge Lombard, is marked a short distance below 
the Col Lombard. The Refuge Lombard has recently been destroyed 
by an avalanche. 

This expedition was made in 1949 by A. Borwick, H. M. Caines, 
0. B. Howe; J. J. Wil~on, and the writer. 

G. F. DIXON. 

STONEFALLS ON THE MEIJE. The usual route up the Meije from the 
Promontoire Hut is normally free from objective dangers except at a 
point on the grande muraille just above the ' dalle Castelnau ' where 
the G.H.M. guide book warns of falls of icicles from the .Glacier Carre. 
In the summer of 1949 the Glacier Carre had retreated several yards 
from the edge of the cliff leaving behind a dangerously loose moraine 
from which stones are liable to fall at any time. A party from the 
Sandhurst Mountaineering club had a narrow escape from a stonefall 
·at this point on July 30, and we learned later that on the afternoon of the 
same day a Swiss climber was killed at this point while making a re
connaissance. This hazard can be avoided almost entirely by climbing 
straight up from the dalle Castelnau instead of traversing to the right 
towards the Glacier Carre. This alternative is technically rather more 
difficult and leads to the series of small ledges below the Dos de 1 'A ne. 

The party mentioned above consisted of A. Borwick, H. M. Caines, 
W. J. Hill, 0. B. H owe, A. J. Imrie, J. J. Wilson, and the writer. 

G. F. DIXON. 

PROFESSOR L. R. WAGER WRITES: 'E. J. Garwood (see A.J. 57· 239) 
was a great geologist whose work was closely related to his love of the 
hills and mountains. For some years after leaving Cambridge he was 
director of a chemical company in the north of England, but his 
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interest in geology had already been developed by early visits- to the 
Alps and by Marr's lectures in Cambridge, and he began investigations 
on his own among the Lower Carboniferous rocks of the North 
Pennines. The detailed correlation, by means of fossil corals and 
brachiopods, of the Lower Carboniferous in the Dales country of N .W. 
Yorkshire and in the hills on both sides of the Vale of Eden was his 
most important contribution to geology, and it led to a clearer under
standing of the geological structures, especially in the Craven and 
Pennine Fault areas. His lead was followed by several of his own 
students and his work is still actively pursued. From this field work 
also developed his studies of special fossil groups, such as the calcareous 
algae. 

Garwood's journeys in Spitzbergen with Conway and round Kang
chenjunga with Freshfield gave him a lasting interest in the .effect of 
glaciers on topography. While Rams ay, Tyndall and the Geikies had 
advocated the view that glaciers had great excavating powers,· others, 
like Lyell and Bonney, denied or minimised their power. In Garwood's 
time there was a general shift of position in this discussion ; consider
able erosive, and some excavating power was not denied for certain 
parts of the glacier system, but it was held that in other situations, the 
effect of the glacier or ice sheet was to protect the rocks from erosion 
and thus to reduce or prevent denudation at those places. Garwood 
was convinced that glacial protection contributed to the formation of 
corries, hanging valleys, and other features of once glaciated regions 
(see his presidential address to the Geological Society of London for 
I 932) and this is still a live issue . 

• 

F. S. SMYTHE. A broadcast by Dr. Raymond Greene (The Listener, 
January 12, 1950), repeated substantially what he wrote· in A.J. 57· 
233-235· . 

One or two comments have been received on the ALPINE JOURNAL 
obituary as a whole, and in particular that no reference was made to 
Smythe's guide less climbing. This was certainly a fault, for no British 
climber can have owed less to professional assistance. So far as can 
be ascertained, he only employed a guide once, as companion rather 
than leader. 

He was, further, a most experienced ski-traveller in the Alps, and 
made many spring tours on ski. 

Some correction is ·also due to two other points touched on in the 
obituary. The reference to his schooldays may convey the impression 
that he suddenly developed aptitude in electrical mechanics, geography 
and English literature while at school ; but his school reports in fact 
show no marked development, which only came about in later years. 
He \Vas always something of a misfit at school and his whole character 
was slow in forming. He was in his early thirties before his personality 
had really ripened ; as a child he had been rather heavily subordinated 
to parental control, and it took him a longer time than is normal to 
throw off the psychological effects. 
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His taste for mountains, it must be emphasised, began long before 
he went to Austria. The earliest traces of his response to mountain 
scenery is to be found in his childish diary at the age of seven, following 
a visit to Switzerland. At fourteen he bicycled to North Wales on his 
own, in order to climb, and before he went out in 1922 to Austria he 
had become acquainted with many of the standard British rock climbs. 

Al_though mountaineering was the dominating influence in his life
he was in immense demand as a lecturer his interests did not stop 
there. He was not a professional botanist, but nonetheless was a very 
successful collector of plants in his Himalayan travels, and was pas
sionately devoted to flowers, carrying out many experiments, par
ticularly with rhododendrons, in his garden in Sussex. Meteorology 
always claimed his attention and anything to do with climate ; and 
among his other interests may be mentioned Polar travel and a well
developed knowledge of wines. 

T. S. BLAKENEY. 

SouTH AFRICAN NEWS. We hear from Mr. William C. West and 
from Mr. Denis Brimble that Dr. and Mrs. N. E. Odell, en route to 
New Zealand, were entertained in Cape Town during their brief stay. 
Dr. Odell was taken off to lunch where there were present seven 
members of t~e A.C. Field Marshal Smuts, General Sir Roger 
Wilson, Mr. Travers-Jackson, Mr. K. Cameron, Mr. D. Gordon-Mills, 
Mr. West and Mr. Brimble. 

Mr. West adds : ' We have had recently a series of disastrous fires 
on Table Mountain and the other mountains of the Cape Peninsula. 
Practically the whole of the northern (Cape Town) and western slopes 
(Atlantic side) were denuded of their trees and undergrowth. Two 
plantations of Silver Trees were destroyed on the slopes of Lion's Head 
and the lives of two fire fighters were lost by burning. A Government 
Commission has been appointed to enquire into the preservation of 
Table Mountain, and it is hoped that under the National and Historical 
Monuments Act, Table Mountain will be declared a Natural Sanctuary, 
which will ensure additional powers of control. Our new hut in du 
Toits l{.loof (see A.J. 56, 38o) is completed and in use. It cost about 
£ r ,zoo and is officially our Memorial for those members who served 
and fell in the Second Great War.' 

DR. JoHN HoPKINSON. (See A.J. 19. 349). To commemorate the 
centenary of the birth of John Hopkinson, a special lecture was given 
on November 14, 1949, at King's College, London, by Professor J. 
Greig, M.Sc. (Eng.), etc. In this, whilst necessarily confined pri
marily to Hopkinson's scientific work, reference was made to the man 
as apart from the scientist, and his predilection for mountaineering and 
his not-inconsiderable contributions to rock climbing in England, were 
given . due prominence. It was a noticeably distinguished scientific 
audience who listened to the lecture, and impressive testimony to the 
high regard in which John Hopkinson's name is still held. 

• 

• 
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It is of interest to note that, when Professor Greig was preparing 
his lecture, he came to the Alpine Club to consult any records we could 
provide about John Hopkinson, and found both Mumm's Register and 
the ALPINE JouRNAL useful, not only for Hopkinson's mountaineering 
activities,. but even for notes on his scientific work. 

T. s. BLAKENEY. 

Luc MEYNET AND THE MATTERHORN. Dr. Monroe Thorington 
writes : ' Guido Rey is the source of the statement that Luc Meynet, 
the hunchback, reached the top of the Matterhorn. But is this true 
or is Luc confused with the Salamon Meynet who accompanied Grove 
in I867 ? The name of Luc Meynet does not occur in Whymper's list 
of those who gained the summit (Ascent of the Matterhorn, I88o, p. 
3 I6). 

CENTENARY OF DEODAT DoLOMIEU. From Nature of January 7, 
I950 : ' Deodat Dolomieu, son of " Frans:ois de Gratet, chevalier, 
marquis de Dolomieu ... was born on June 23, I75o, at Dolomieu, near 
La Tour-du-Pin, in Dauphiny. . . He served in ships of the Maltese 
Navy, killed a comrade in a duel and was sentenced to imprisonment for 
life, only to be released after nine months. He then served several years 
in the French army. From early days, however, he was devoted to 
chemistry and other sciences ... He travelled extensively, climbed the 
Alps, the Pyrennees, and the extinct volcanoes of Auvergne, knew Italy, 
Sicily and Portugal, published many books and papers, and took part in 
the French revolution ... While sailing for home (from Egypt), his ship 
took refuge in Taranto and he was made a prisoner ... Sir John Banks, 
then President of the Royal Society, wrote to Lady Hamilton at Naples 
asking her to solicit the assistance of the " gallant admiral " (towards 
his release). After the Battle of Marengo, Napoleon made it a condi
tion that Dolomieu should be liberated ... Dolomieu's name is per
petuated by the useful magnesian limestone '' dolomite '' and the range 
known ·as the Dolomites in the South Tirol.' He died on November 
26, I8or. 

p. J. H. u NN A. 

AN AVALANCHE ON THE DoM. An entry by Sir Edward Davidson 
in the Fuhrerbuch of Laurent Lanier may be of interest : 

'July 2oth (I875). With Mr. C. H. Taylor and his guide Jakob 
Anderegg started from Randa and at I .30 reached a point about 200 feet 
below the highest summit of the Dom. The snow which had been 
bad throughout here became worse and we started an avalanche in 
attempting to ascend the final slope of the mountain ; we were carried 
down about 8o or I oo feet and then fortunately stopped in a great 
measure owing to the admirable behaviour and presence of mind of 
Lanier, who struggled out of the snow and managed to fix his axe in 
the ice slope above.' 

D. F •. 0. DANGAR. 
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TIRICH MIR. A Norwegian expedition, under Professor Arne 
N aess, (who was one of the two climbers the other being l\1r. Arne 

· Randers-Heen who made an attempt of this mountain in 1949 (A.J. 
57, 256) will attempt to reach the summit this summer. From their 
previous experience, they. consider the best route will be the South 
East ridge. 

We hope in our next issue to be able to include some more details 
of both the 1949 and 1950 expeditions. 

It is noted that the Norwegians make the height of Tirich Mir 
zs,z63 feet, not 25,426. 

T. S. BLAKENEY . 

. 
ALPINE CLUB PENSIONS FUND APPEAL 

Since the publication of the fourth list of subscribers in the ALPINE 
JouRNAL, No. 279 (November 1949), the following subscriptions have 
been received :-

FIFTH LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS 

A = Donations. · 
B = Annual Subscriptions. 
C = Promises to execute a Seven Years' Covenant . 

A. B. c. 
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 

Dadson, R. S., Esq. 5 0 0 
Fisher, Joel E., Esq. • • I I7 0 
Fothergill, C. F., Esq. • • 2 2 0 
M a chin, Cyril B., Esq. • • 2 0 0 
Price, Seymour J., Esq. • • 3 3 0 
Roberts, Major J. 0. M. • • IO 0 0 
Ruttledge, H., Esq. • • 5 0 0 
Salt, Dr. George • • • I I 0 
Sanseverino, J ., Esq. (2nd dona-

tion) • •• • • 5 5 0 
Spencer, Sydney, . Esq. (2nd 

donation) • • • • so 0 0 
Z iircher, Alfred, Esq . • • I2 12 0 

- - - - - -£98 0 0 

Totals on September 8, I9491
: £2,402 5 6 £56 19 o £207 9 o 

Totals on March 8, I950 : £2,500 5 6 £56 19 o £207 9 o 

1 Incorrectly stated as 1939 in A. J . 57. 262. 

• 
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R. w. LLOYD, 
Treasurer, Alpine Club Pensions Fund. 
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